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A very nice lady in the next village, after consulting her crystal ball and looking at my breakfast tealeaves, made me several promises. One of them was that the long spell of brass-monkey weather which has interrupted so much tennis will soon come to an end. She has not been completely reliable with her other promises but I am optimistic enough to think I can now complete all my Winter Tournament games in time. Oh yes, the date of the finals has been pencilled in for Sunday 14th March – so come on folks, let’s get those games played!  

Another important date for you to panic over is the Club AGM which, I might remind you, takes place this Thursday (4th February) at the Small Village Hall at 8.15pm. In fact we normally have a complimentary glass of wine at 8.15pm and get down to the serious business of rushing through the agenda before presenting this season’s tournament trophies. We then have some more wine, some cheese and a jolly good chat. If you haven’t tried it before I would thoroughly recommend coming along and posing some really tough questions to our chairman and committee. You can also find out what we have been doing with the club funds and what a ‘sinking fund’ really is. Apologies will be accepted only with deep regret.

Despite the weather plenty of tennis has been played. Apart from Junior and Ladies matches and all the coaching (please consult our website) the great achievement of the season goes to our Mixed team. They have won the summer League and are surely on their way to fame and fortune. Congratulations to all participants.  Why not click onto our new site leightennisclub.co.uk – our new and super revamped site – and see how good it is. Apparently you can also twitter there but I am not sure what that is yet. The information pages will be updated every month at the end of the month. 

And now for the really important bit. The long awaited SAFARI SUPPER will be on Saturday 6th March. Our format will follow the course of recent successes. First some cocktails then a scramble around the village taking magnificent food and wine at several households finally stumbling to Sue’s for coffee and digestifs! Please bear in mind that this is one of our big fundraising events as well as being one of the entertainment highlights of the year – so £30 per head for all that fine food and booze is a snip. We always seem to reach our maximum numbers very quickly so please email either of the following to secure your place : Sue@suebroom.com or jeremy.edwards@tiscali.co.uk . I can’t wait...

See you at the AGM on Thursday.        
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Some members are taking advantage of the odd good weather window and are participating in club matches, coaching, clubnights and getting to grips with those important winter tournament games – others, I fear, are spending too much time worrying about Christmas shopping and are not getting enough exercise. Shame on you. Please don’t forget that darkness is no reason not to play as floodlight tokens are collectable from most committee members or from 3 or 14 Lealands Avenue.

The most important thing to consider is the Club Christmas Supper at the Fleur on Saturday 12th December. If you have not signed up already please do as soon as possible as we are limited on places and you will only be disappointed if you leave it too late and do not make the cut. The details are enclosed.

Housekeeping : We will have a good tidy-up session at the courts once all the leaves come down and will dismantle the old clubhouse. We would like to engage the services of someone to help clean the clubhouse which would involve a couple of hours work every other week for a suitable remuneration. If you know anyone who would like the challenge then please call Rob Swallow on 838562 – he will also lend out his pinny and feather duster! We have amassed a pile of clothing and other items left behind at the clubhouse. We intend to drops these off at a charity shop in a couple of weeks time if they have not been collected – so please check soon to see if anything belongs to one of your beloveds (yes, they are mostly children’s items).

We are working hard to get the new website up and running. Almost there now and I am sure you will be impressed when you find out that almost everything we offer can be accessed on-line. Most members have provided an e-mail address that we can use to send you information but a few have not. It will not be long before we dispense with this hard-copy mailshot so if you have not also received the electronic version it means that we do not have your email. Please email ‘abbie@paulshill.co.uk’ and our membership sec will add your details.

Saturday 2nd January – if the weather allows we will be keeping a vat of Mulled Wine going at the courts all day and provide some tasty mince pies. Come along at any time for a knock around or why not organise one of your Winter Tournament games......

HAVE A VERY GOOD CHRISTMAS.         

